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• INTRODUCTIONS

PLUSTHE ACTON SENIORCENTERDIRECTOR,JEANFLEMING.

JEANAND HER STAFFPROVIDEAN AMAZING GROUPOF CLASSES,

PROGRAMS, SERVICES,AND SUPPORT TO THE SENIORPOPULATION. THEY

PROVIDE INFORMATIONAND REFERRALSFORFOOD,CLOTHING, HEATING,

TRANSPORTATION,PROPERTYTAX RELIEF,LEGAL ASSISTANCE.THE COA

ALSO OFFERSEMOTIONAL SUPPORTSUCHAS VISITING FRIENDS

VOLUNTEERS,BEREAVEMENT GROUPS,HANDYMAN SERVICES. IN ADDITION

SENIORSCAN HAVE PERSONALCONSULTATIONSFORFUEL ASSISTANCE,TAX

QUESTIONS,AND HOUSINGISSUES.

AS YOUKNOW WE CONDUCTEDA SURVEYIN 2008ASKING THE SENIORSIN

TOWN WHAT THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEEIN THE WAY OF PROGRAMING,AND

WHAT THEY THOUGHT WAS GOODAND WHAT THEY THOUGHTNEEDED

IIVIPOVEMENT AT THE CENTER. WE LOOKED AT THE DEMAND FOR CERTAIN

PROGRAMSAND WENT ABOUT TRYING TO PROVIDETHEM. NOTALL COULD

BE ACCOMPLISHEDIN ONEYEAR BUT AS A RESULT OF THE INFORMATION

FROM THE SURVEY,THIS YEAR THE CENTEROFFEREDTHE FOLLOWING

PROGRAMSIN ADDITION TO OTHERSERVICESAND NEW CLASSES:



• AN INTRO CLASS FORTM CHT WAS OFFEREDAND IT WAS FILLED TO

OVERFLOWING. THIS YEAR WE HAD TO PLAN A SECONDCLASSDUE TO

ITS POPULARITY

• NEW EDUCATIONAL CLASSES OFFEREDSUCHAS “OPERA CLASSES”,

“AMERICAN TRIALS” AND “GREAT AMERICAN COMPOSERS”--- THESE

CLASSESHAD APPROXIMATELY 60 PEOPLEiN ATTENDANCE.

• COOKINGCLASS: THIS FOCUSEDON COOKINGFOR ONE OR TWO PEOPLE

WITH A GREATTURNOUT

• THE ACTON GARDENCLUB PROVIDEDA HANDS ON FLORAL WORKSHOP,

DELIGHTING THE GROUPWITH LOVELY ARRANGEMENTSTO TAKE HOME,

ALL AT NO COST.

• THE CLASSESAND PROGRAMSARE VERY POPULAR- SOPOPULARTHAT

ALMOST EVERY CLASS ON SIGNUP DAYS ENDSUP HAVING A WAITING

LIST. SO THIS SITUATION ISONLY GOINGTO GETMORECHALLENGING AS

THE SENIORPOPULATION GROWSESPECIALLY AS THE BABY BOOMERS

COME ON BOARD.

• THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTERIS NOW E-MAILED TO OVER 10%OF THE

SENIORSRECEIVINGTHE NEWSLETTERAND OTHERSNOW PICK UP THEIR

COPY AT THE CENTERINSTEAD OF IT BEINGSENT IN REGULARMAIL

SAVING SIGNIFICANT COPYINGAND POSTAGEEXPENSES. BY THE WAY

INCLUDED iN YOURPACKETIS A COPYOF NOVEMBERSNEWSLETTER. I



HOPEYOU WILL TAKE A LOOK AT THE CALENDAR PAGEAT THE BACK TO

SEEJUSTHOW FULL THAT CALENDAR IS.
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SEVERAL OF THE COA BOARD MEMBERS SPENTMANY HOURSWORKiNG

WITH PAULINA ON THE SENIORCENTEREXPANSIONCOMMITTEE. THIS

COMIvIITTEE HAD SUB COMMITTEES FORFUNCTION,FINANCE, LEASING

SITES,NEW SITES,AND REFURBISHINGTHEEXISTING CENTER,WE MADE

VISITS TO OTHERCENTERSIN THE AREA TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON THOSE

FACILITIES - WHAT WAS POSITIVEAND WHAT WAS NEGATIVE. AT THE END

OF THE STUDY IT WAS DETEREVIINEDTHAT BUILDING A NEW SENIORCENTER

POSSIBLYAT A TOWNOWNED SITEWOULD BE THE BESTALTERNATIVE FOR

THE TOWNAND ITS SENIORS. IN ADDITION SUCH A FACILITY COULD ALSO

PROVIDECOMMUNITY USE. ALTHOUGH THE FULL CONCEPTWAS NOT

VIABLE WITH THE CURRENTECONOMICCONSTRAINTSWE HAVE NOT

ABANDONED THE IDEA AT ALL AND ASK THAT THE GROWINGSENIOR

POPULATIONWILL BE ABLE TO COUNTON YOUR HELP TO ACCOMPLISH THIS

IN THE FUTURE.

• BASEDON THE WORK OF THE FUNCTION SUB COMMITTEE SOME

IMMEDIATE NEEDSWEREIDENTIFIED AND ACCOMPLISHED:

• WENEEDEDSOMERECONFIGURATIONOF THE SPACEAND SOFAR WE

HAVE:



• M OVED COMPUTERSTO A CORNEROF THE DINING ROOM - PROVIDES

EASIERACCESSFORUSEAND THE PREVIOUSSPACECAN NOW BE USED

FORPRIVATE CONSULTATIONS

• SCREENEDOFF THE OTHERCORNEROF THE DINING ROOM FORHEALTH

CLINIC SPACE- ALTHOUGH IT ISNOT VERYPRIVATE IT IS AN

IMPROVEMENT

• REPLACEMENTOF THE FLOORIN THE LIVING ROOM WAS FUNDED FROM

THE CAPITAL APROPRIATIONAPPPROVEDAT TOWNMEETING. THIS WAS

DONE BECAUSETHE OLD FLOORINGPOSEDA SERIOUSSAFETYHAZARD.

THE FINAL PRODUCTIS VERYATTRACTIVE AND SAFEAND THEEXERCISE

INSTRUCTORSTHEMSELVESARE VERYPLEASED.
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FUNDINGBY THE FRIENDSOF THE COUNCIL ON AGING WHO HAVE

SEVERAL FUNDRAISINGPROJECTSDURING THE YEAR - AND BY THE WAY

YOU ARE INVITED TO THEIR CRAFT AND BAKE FAIR TOMORROWAT THE

CENTER

• THEIR FINANCIAL SUPPORTISPARAMOUNT TO THE COA. THE FRIENDS

ALSO PROVIDE FINANCIAL AID FORTRIPS SPONSOREDBY THE CENTER

SUCHAS THE TRIP THISWEDNESDAY TO SMITH COLLEGEFORTHE FALL

CHRYSANTHEMUM SHOWAND MUSEUMOF ART TOUR.



• THE VAST MAJORITY OF FUNDSARE FROM SENIORSDONATIONS FROM

THE COMMUNITY.
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• WE ARE ATTEMPTING TODEVELOPLIAISONS FROM THE COA TO OTHER

ORGANIZATIONSAND COMIvIITTEES IN TOWNIN ORDERTO OPENUP

COMMUNICATION ON AN ONGOINGBASIS TO BRING THE COA AND

SENIORSTOTHE ATTENTION OF OTHERSIN THE COMMUNITY WITH THE

HOPETHAT MOREASSISTANCE- IN MAYBE YET UNKNOWN WAYS - MIGHT

BE OBTAINED. WE ALREADY HAVE ESTABLISHEDTHIS CONNECTION

WITH THE HEALTHY COMMUNITY GROUPWHO ARE EXPLORINGTHE

SENIORCENTERSROLE IN MAINTAINING A HEALTHY COMMUNITY. WE

ARE CONNECTEDWITH THE UNITED WAY AND WENOW ALSO HAVE A

LIAISON FOR THE MINUTEMAN SERVICESBOARD

• PLANS ARE TO CONTINTJEPROVIDINGONGOINGPROGRAMSWITH OUR

STATELEGISLATORS,AND LOCAL LEADERS. WE INVITE OUR

LEGISLATORSAND TOWN LEADERSTO THE CENTERTO SHARE

INFORMATION AND ANSWERQUESTIONSESPECIALLYRELEVANT TO

SENIORS.

• THE STAFF IS TRYING TO ESTABLISHSOME EVENINGPROGRAMSAT THE

CENTER. THE SURVEY OF TWO YEARS AGO FOUNDTHIS WAS SOMETHING

SENIORSTHOUGHTWOULD BE A GOODTHING.



• TN JANUARY THEREWILL BE A SENIORSDRIVING PROGRAMPRESENTED

BY AAA. THIS IS TWO 3 HOURSESSIONS.

• THEREARE ALWAYS NEW AND INNOVATIVE PROGRAMIDEAS COMING

FORWARD AND JEANAND HER STAFFARE DEDICATED TO OFFERINGTHE

BESTEVEN THOUGHIT’S A CHALLENGE GIVEN THE SPACEAND PARKING

RESTRICTIONS.

• I WANT TOMENTION HERE THE IMPORTANT WORKTHAT THE COA

OUTREACHCOORDINATOR,CAROL STEINERAND THE TOWNSOUTREACH

PERSONLAURA DUSHARM QUIETLY GO ABOUT DOING IMPORTANTAND

WONDERFULWORKFORACTON SENIORSIN DISTRESSSITUATIONS FOR

VARIOUS REASONS.

• WE CONTINUE TOHAVE A “WISH LIST” FORNEEDEDCHANGESTO THE

PRESENTCENTER. WE HAVE SHOWNSOME OF THE MOST IMPORTANT

ONES SEPARATEDBY “SAFETY” ISSUESAND “PROGRAM” NEEDS. YOU

SHOULDHAVE A COPY OF THIS LIST IN YOURPACKET,BUT LET ME JUST

TELL YOUABOUT THESEITEMS:

• USEWISH LIST PAGE



• ON BEHALF OF THE COA I WANT TO THANK THE BOS AND OUR TOWN

OFFICIALS FORTHEIR PRIORSUPPORTAND ASK FORYOUR CONTINTJED

HELP AND SUPPORTGOINGFORWARD. KEEP THE “WISH LIST” FOR THE

CENTERON YOUR AGENDA ALTHOUGH WE KNOW YOU FACEMANY

DEPARTMENTSCOMPETINGFOR LIMITED RESOURCES.THE TRUTHIS

THAT AS THE SENIORPOPULATIONDOESGROW- THE CENTERAS IT

PRESENTLYSTANDSINCLUDING THE PARKING WILL NOT BE ABLE TO

iNCREASEIT’S PROGRAMSAND CLASSESTOMEET THE NEW NEEDS

• FORTHOSEOF USWHO HAVE REACHEDTHIS WONDERFUL STATUS OF

“SENIORCITIZEN” THE SENIORCENTERPROVIDESCONNECTIONSWITH

FRIENDS,FUN, HEALTHY AND STIMULATiNG ACTIVITIES AND SERVICES

THAT ARE SO IMPORTANT TO THE QUALITY OF LIFE NOW. WE ARE VERY

FORTUNATE TOHAVE AN EXPERIENCEDAND HIGHLY QUALIFIED

DIRECTORAND STAFFWHO HAVE THEIR HEARTSIN THEIR JOBSALONG

WITH A DEDICATED GROUPOF VOLUNTEERS.

THANK YOU FOR YOURATTENTION


